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PLEASE DO NOT RELEASE BEFORE A . M. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
The Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  Department o f  Drama w i l l  to u r  th e  O rien t in  th e  
f a l l  o f  1963 w ith  a p ro d u ct io n  o f  "The F a n ta s t ic k s , " MSU P re s id e n t  H. K. Newburn 
announced Tuesday.
The MSU company w i l l  e n te r ta in  U. S. serv icem en  in  Japan, K orea and Okinawa 
during th e  seven-w eek t o u r , Dr. Newburn s a id .  Firman H. Brown J r . ,  chairm an o f  
the Drama Departm ent, w i l l  accompany th e  c a s t .
T h irteen  c o l l e g e s  and u n iv e r s i t i e s  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  have been s e le c t e d  
fo r  the 1963-64 O verseas T ouring Program, spon sored  by th e  Am erican E d u ca tion a l 
Theater A s s o c ia t io n  and th e  USO. The D efense Department p ro v id e s  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  
and t r a v e l  accom m odations.
The Am erican com panies w i l l  p la y  f o r  serv icem en  in  th e  P a c i f i c ,  th e  European 
and the N ortheast commands, Dr. Newburn s a id .  MSU, Brigham Young U n iv e rs ity  and 
the U n iv e rs ity  o f  C a l i fo r n ia  a t Los A n geles w i l l  p erform  in  th e  P a c i f i c  a re a .
C o lle g e  and u n iv e r s i t y  drama departm ents have e n te r ta in e d  thousands o f  
American tr o o p s  in  th e  v a r io u s  commands s in c e  th e  AETA-USO to u r in g  program  was 
in i t ia t e d  in  1958> Dr. Newburn s a id .  Montana S ta te  C o lle g e  to u re d  th e  P a c i f i c  
command la s t  w in te r , he n o te d .
"The F a n ta s t ic k s "  i s  an o ff-B road w ay  m u sica l w hich has had a h ig h ly  s u c c e s s ­
fu l  run in  New York and has been r e le a s e d  f o r  n o n -p r o fe s s io n a l  p r o d u c t io n . The 
Montana Masquers o f fe r e d  th e  p la y  l a s t  O ctober as t h e i r  f i r s t  m ajor p ro d u ct io n  o f  
the cu rren t season .
Dean C harles W. B olen  o f  th e  MSU S ch oo l o f  F ine A rts  commented th a t  th e  to u r  
w i l l  be o f  g re a t  e d u ca t io n a l and c u lt u r a l  s ig n i f i c a n c e  t o  the drama stu d en ts  t o u r ­
ing as American am bassadors w ith  P r o f .  Brown and w i l l  a ls o  have an im pact on campus.
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